
No decisions have been 
made on the future of 
Common Ground. 

The City of North  
Richland Hills and the 
United Methodist Church 
are still in discussions.

Meanwhile, help us keep 
our  garden in good 
shape by pulling weeds 
around your plots!  If you 
notice a common area 
that needs attention, do 
not hesitate to dig in!
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Hello Common Ground Gardening Community!

Things for the 2021 gardening season at Common Ground are sprouting up.  The City of North Richland 
Hills and the United Methodist Church General Conference continue to work out details that will affect 
the future of our garden. 

Although we can not guarantee how long we will be able to remain on this property, we encourage you 
to continue gardening and want to honor your willingness to take a chance with us by not charging plot 
fees this year.  We just need your help in keeping the garden looking great while you grow your own 
healthy vegetables for your family and others.  As a result of not charging fees this year, we will not be 
providing soil, amendments or fertilizer.  Contents of the shed will still be available for gardener use, 
and the city will continue to support us with water and infrastructure as we move forward in 2021.

You will continue with the plot (plots) you were assigned at the beginning of 2021. Please do not use 
plots that you were not assigned, because we hope to allow new gardeners a chance to participate in our 
garden.

This is what we need from you. Please let us know if you intend to garden this year or if you decide 
not to continue with Common Ground.  It’s important for us to know who will be using the garden.  
We also have a waiting list of folks wanting to join our garden and it’s time to plant now!  We will 
hold your plot for 10 days starting today, then offer it to the next person on the waiting list if we 
haven’t heard from you.

Please email Suzanne Gibbs at skgibbs@att.net and let her know whether or not you want to garden 
with us this year.  If she doesn’t hear from you in 10 days, we will assume you do NOT wish to gar-
den at Common Ground this year.  We will assign your plot to someone else.

We hope you will join us and all the other gardeners who are currently growing and tending to their 
plots.  Mask wearing is still in place, as well as social distancing.

Your Gardening Friends,
The Common Ground Board of Officers
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Below is a nice graphic showing when to plant different vegetables.
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To harvest the best flavor from vegetables, try these simple home vegetable garden tips and tricks:

PLANT HIGH YIELD VEGETABLES: Make the most of your space by growing vegetables that produce 
a high yield, like peas, tomatoes, onions and lettuce. They require little space, but give the valuable yields 
in return. Melons, squash varieties and pumpkins take much more space and produce very little.

USE QUALITY SOIL: Plants draw their nutrients from the soil, so the better the soil, the better your 
vegetables will taste. One of the best ways to improve soil is by adding organic matter, such as compost.

PROPER WATERING: Vegetables benefit from a consistent watering schedule. Too little water and your 
vegetables will not grow. Too much water, and you can drown the roots and spoil the fruit. To ensure 
consistent watering, use a watering nozzle at ground level to deliver even moisture to the plants. 

IMPROVE VEGETABLE FLAVOR:  Store-bought vegetables often lack flavor simply because they are 
grown in the wrong season. Vegetables generally fall within two categories: cool weather crops and warm 
weather crops. Planting spinach and kale in the summer may result in a bitter taste, and tomatoes will not 
turn red in time if planted too close to fall. Plant at the proper times to reap the best garden harvest.

TIME TO BRING VEGGIES INSIDE: If you grow a wide variety of crops, your vegetables (even 
different varieties of the same vegetable) will ripen at different times. Be sure to harvest each vegetable 
at peak ripeness – it is easy to find the handful of tomatoes you were eagerly awaiting have suddenly 
turned mealy. Check plants daily and never miss out on perfect timing.

GROW VERTICALLY: The professional gardeners encourage you to look up! Grow more in less space 
by going up instead of out. Garden trellises support plants, such as tomatoes, cucumber, beans and 
small melons. The right trellis can even double your garden yield by increasing sunlight, easing harvest 
and allowing for easier pest management.

DEFEND AGAINST GARDEN PESTS: Pests weaken plants and take nutrients away from vegetable 
production. Before grabbing for the pesticides at the first sign of a chewed leaf in your garden, think 
about some alternative solutions.  You can combat pest problems – and increase your yield – by using 
natural remedies. Floating row covers, handpicking and slug traps are all effective ways to naturally 
reduce the damage to your vegetable garden, without the harmful chemicals found in many pesticides.


