
 Our team was so fortunate 
to have this opportunity at the North Richland Hills Common Grounds Community Garden.  
 

 The host plants were given 
a back, central, garden location to help protect the Monarch Butterflies from predators. Taller plants were 
placed closer to the back and shorter plants towards the front and sides.  



 The Tarrant County 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Agent and the North Richland Hills Common Ground Community Garden Lead 
needed to approve our plans for the garden before we could begin.   
 

 Plant preferences 
included Texas Native, drought tolerant, full sun, non-invasive and some expert recommendations. The final list 
for consideration included 68 plant varieties. 



 It is necessary to 
include host plants from early Spring to first frost. Nectar plants should cover bloom times for all seasons also. 
 

 NRH donated Green 
Antelope Horn and Tropical Milkweed plants and quite a few Master Gardeners donated plants out of their 
own gardens. Weston Gardens Nursery and Stegall’s Nursery provided plant donations. Also, we bought 
several of our plants at the Fort Worth Botanic Garden Spring Plant sale in April.  



 We learned that we 
shouldn’t have the butterfly bath above the ground since it makes it easier for birds and other predators to get 
to the Monarch butterflies when they are drinking and bathing! (Do butterflies bathe?)  We then placed the 
bath at ground level. 
 

 We started by placing the 
landscape stones around the edge of the garden. Janet’s husband took the bench home to work on a complete 
renovation. Some fellow Common Ground gardeners came to help move the stones and trim the small tree. 
We were so thankful for their help! You know what we’re talking about if you’ve moved landscape stones! 



 We placed the plants in 
the garden based on the plant category, height and width. Notice the ‘Butterfly Bath’ is on the ground in the 
center of the Milkweed plants. We even have a butterfly flag to welcome all guests to the garden! 
 

 We took pictures of the 
plant labels when we bought plants to help keep track of all the plants we had, the plant species and also to 
have the spacing, light and watering requirements for each plant. This also made it easier to make the actual 
plant labels for the garden. 



 We placed warming 
stones alongside the bath so the butterflies have a place to rest in the protected area. Stones are also placed 
inside the bath for the butterflies to have easy access to drink the water. We planted vines by the fence posts 
to attract more butterflies! We also added some stepping stones to help make our way through the plants 
when gardening.  
 

  We applied for and 
received Monarch Way Station Certification in June - the Way Station sign is posted in the garden!  



 Some beautiful 
boulders were donated to the garden by a fellow Master Gardner’s cousin!  
 

The Monarch Butterfly 
Way Station even has a street, well….. actually, a Common Ground pathway, named for it! 



  Eden found the perfect poster 
to explain the Monarch Butterfly life cycle and migration pattern. Plants will be blooming from early Spring to 
first frost. 
 

 We’ve lost some of the 
plants that did not successfully make the transfer from another garden but the majority of the plants are 
established and thriving! Now, it’s a matter of weeding and watering and watching them grow! We are so very 
proud of our garden and the Way Station certification! We can’t wait to see the Monarch Butterflies make it 
their home when transiting North Texas. Come visit the garden and be inspired to build your own! 


